Algeria's jihadists and Mauritania's roll-back
The Islamic Armed Group (GIA) was the main jihadist organisation fighting the Algerian regime in the 1990s.
1 As the civil war dragged on, the GIA also intensified its struggle against for his trafficking of tobacco, though he also smuggled drugs and arms. Such 'un-Islamic' dealings were either ignored or justified by an obligation to defeat the kuffâr (infidels) by any means necessary.
On the eastern border with Libya, a much smaller smuggling network operated on behalf of the GIA. One of its main ringleaders was Abdelhamid Abou Zeid, who boasted of dealing only in computers and tea, in order to enhance his pious credentials. Neither Belmokhtar nor Abou Zeid engaged in insurgency activities then. But they eventually joined the
Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) in 1998 when
it broke away from a GIA responsible for a wave of mass killings and plagued by internal purges. 
The Tunisian and Libyan revolutions
AQIM remained quiet during the Tunisian uprising that ousted President Ben Ali in January 2011, ending 23 years of his dictatorship. 4 In the euphoria of the revolution, all political detainees were unconditionally released. One was particularly problem- 
The Mali Campaign and the rise of al-Mourabitoun
As the Arab uprisings were about to unfold, the two AQIM One sure thing is that jihadism in North Africa will remain 'a house of many mansions', divided primarily between the rising influence of ISIS-affiliated factions, remaining AQIM members and opportunistic elements of al-Mourabitoun.
Notes
1 The best study on that period is Luis Martinez, The Algerian civil war1990-98 (London: Hurst, 2000), especially Chapter Four.
